178           PREHISTORIC   REMAINS

tion; here their size, and incidentally that of many of the
statues, has largely been determined by fissures in the hillside,
which run vertically and at distances of perhaps 40 feet.   The
quarries have been worked differently, and each has a character
of its own,   In some of th,em the principal figures lie in steps,
with their length parallel to the hill's horizontal axis; one of
this type is reached through a narrow opening in the rock, and
recalls the side-chapel of some old cathedral, save -that nature's
blue sky forms the only roof (no. 74, fig. 60); immediately op-
posite the doorway there lies, on a base of rock, in quiet majesty,
' a great recumbent figure. So like is it to some ancient effigy that
the awed spectator involuntarily catches his breath, as if suddenly
brought face to face with a tomb of the mighty dead.   Once, on
a visit to this spot, a rather quaint little touch of nature super-
vened :  going there early in the morning, with the sunlight still
sparkling oh the floor of dewy grass, a wild-cat, startled by our
approach, rushed away from the rock above, and the natives,
clambering up, found nestling beneath a statue at a high level
a little family of blind kittens.

In other instances the images have been carved lying, not
horizontally, but vertically, with sometimes the head, and
sometimes the base, toward the summit of the hill.   But no
exact system has been followed, the figures are found in all places,
and all positions.   When there was a suitable piece of rock it
' has been carved into a statue, Without any special regard to sur-
roundings or direction.   Interspersed with embryo and completed
images are empty niches from which others have already been
removed; and finished statues must, in some cases, have been
passed out over the top of those still in course of construction.
From all the outside quarries is seen the same wonderful panor-
ama ; immediately beneath are the statues which stand on the
lower slopes; farther still lie the prostrate ones beside the ap-
proach ; while beyond is the whole stretch of the southern plain,
with its white line of breaking surf ending in the western mou|i-
tain of Rano Kao (fig. 54).                                                 *

The.quarries within the crater are on the same lines as those
-without, save that those on the south-eastern side form a more
to&tiauous whole. Here the most striking position is on the top
of tke seaward clifi, ia the centre of which is a large finished image
j^r,i6> %. 4?); on one side the ground fails away more or